BRIANWOOLF.COM

Speech: Hard Labour In New Zealand
Political speeches have always fascinated me because the best ones use
creative, clever, and colorful words, humor that lampoon opponents, and
are sprinkled with rhetorical devices, such as contrast and triples. All are
seen here in this public address, reproduced with the speaker's
permission...
A speech by David Seymour (November 20, 2021)

Background Information
•

David Seymour is 38 and has been, since 2014, leader of ACT, one of NZ's
Opposition political parties, focused on freedom and personal responsibility. He
is one of the most articulate critics of NZ's Prime Minister, Labour Party leader,
Jacinda Ardern. The full title of his address is 'Hard labour - why we can't go
shopping with Jacinda's announcements', a word play on Labour, the
party the Prime Minister (PM) leads.

•

Jacinda Ardern is 41 and has been PM since 2017. She has led NZ's response to
the Covid pandemic notably by closing the country to non-citizens and imposing
lockdowns when Covid cases appear. All returning citizens are immediately sent
to M.I.Q. (Managed Isolation and Quarantine) hotels for up to two weeks.

•

Bill English is the previous NZ PM.

•

Winston Peters, a past Deputy PM, leads the NZ First Party (see word play.)

Bill English was right when he told Jacinda 'people can't go shopping with your values.'
We've now had four years of hard labour, induced by a party called Winston First.
The one thing we know is that it's becoming unaffordable. The Government has blown
out the cost of life in New Zealand. People feel it at the pump, at the checkout, and when
they pay their rent. Soon it will be on their mortgage too, as the Reserve Bank finally
engages with inflation and mortgage rates rise.
In the year to September, prices went up 4.9 per cent. Most people don't believe that.
Everyone can think of things that have gone up much faster. Out of kindness to Jacinda,
I won't talk about house price inflation. The problem is that wages only went up half as
fast, at 2.4 per cent. New Zealanders went backwards last year.
The problem is our Government is detached from reality. While it is focused on things
that student politicians focus on, funny that, the cost of life is skyrocketing.
The Government is run like a PR firm. It's a very good PR firm, it runs from one
carefully staged announcement to another. The problem is, Jacinda believes too much in
the power of an announcement. I think she genuinely believes that a good
announcement can solve any problem.
That's why she announces announcements. When she announces that she'll make
another announcement, she thinks she is announcing a solution. The problem is
detachment from reality, and it's pushing up the cost of life. Let me give you some
examples.
For a long time, the Government said there was no problem with inflation. Then the
Reserve Bank said that there might be inflation but that they'd 'look through' it. The
only thing transparent was central bankers inventing new language on the fly.
Making climate change 'my generation's nuclear free moment' was a great line. Here's
the reality. Four years on, Genesis are importing record amounts of coal from Indonesia.
I guess burning coal is one way of staying nuclear free, but I doubt it's what Jacinda had
in mind. Here's what's interesting. The coal is being burned at Huntly, where the power
station is. Do you know why there is a coal fired power station at Huntly?

Huntly was a coal field before it was a power station. Has the coal run out? No, they are
importing it from Indonesia because environmental regulations mean they can't mine it
in Huntly.
I wish I was making this up. Genesis could be getting cleaner coal from next door to the
power station but, because of environmental regulations, they must get dirtier coal
shipped from Indonesia in record amounts.
This is just one of many little ways that the Government regulation adds to the cost of
everything.
Another example was announcing that offshore oil and gas exploration would be
banned. This was done without telling anyone, let alone asking anyone what might
happen. There was no proper process, not even a paper taken to Cabinet. It was a PR
stunt so that the Prime Minister could be cheered on at Victoria University and cheer
they did.
They might not be cheering when they hear the cost. The Parliamentary Commissioner
for the Environment has already said it won't have any effect on climate change. The ban
might even increase emissions if it means there's more coal in our future.
We've just seen a record winter of wholesale electricity prices, and those prices feed into
everything else we do. Sawmills use a lot of electricity. The price of housing is high in
part because of the shortage in timber. We are all paying for Jacinda's announcements.
I talk to people in the building industry who are facing price increases every month.
Sometimes they get quotes that are only valid for seven days, because costs are going up
so fast.
There's a shortage of workers because the borders are closed. The Government closed
the border to seasonal workers from Pacific Islands even if they don't have COVID. Not
only did the New Zealand economy miss out on workers, but the Island nations that lost
tourism also lost their other big source of income -offshore remittances.
In a world where the Chinese Communist Party has its cheque book out in the South
Pacific, we just sent our Pacific friends a very clear message: when the chips are down,
New Zealand will abandon you. Remember when New Zealand foreign policy was a
'Pacific reset?' That was just a couple of years ago.

Then there's the rest of the workforce. The cost of life right now is really the cost of
COVID. There is not only a shortage of timber, but a shortage of builders. Nearly every
sector is short of workers, and it's pushing up the cost of nearly everything you buy.
The rest of the world is opening. Flight schedules are back to normal in Europe and
North America. New South Wales is open, and their world has not ended. Quite the
opposite. Tourism bosses are warning that if the New Zealand Government doesn't get
its act together, airlines may schedule New Zealand out altogether.
That would of course add to the cost of life, through higher airfares and freight costs.
What is our government doing about the border? Well, we know that a fully-vaccinated
traveller with a negative test is less likely to give you COVID than someone in a
Countdown in Auckland right now. We know that people who test positive for COVID
are allowed to isolate at home. We know Aucklanders will be able to leave Countdown
and go anywhere in the country from mid-December.
Here's what we don't know. Why does a fully vaccinated, negative-tested New Zealander
arriving from overseas have to go into a hotel under military guard for a week? That's
the lucky ones who get a ticket to MIQ. Tens of thousands miss out on even that
treatment.
The cost of life is going up because the Government cannot make logical decisions about
managing COVID. Why is Botox allowed but not haircuts, why are shopping malls ok
but not cafes, why is it ok to eat food from a supermarket outside but not a restaurant?
Every day in every way, this Government is putting costs onto life because they can't
think about two things at once. It's COVID or nothing.
The Government is also pushing up the cost of everything with its own activities.
Some of this stuff is difficult to believe, so let me paint a picture.
There is a terrible shortage of land for housing in New Zealand. We are not short of
land, we are short of land that you are able to build on, land that is consented and has
infrastructure. There are a series of problems with infrastructure planning and funding
that need to be fixed, but that is another story.

Enter Kainga Ora, formerly Housing Corporation. They have a $46 million dollar fund
designed to buy land. It's called the Kainga Ora land acquisition fund, but you're not
going to buy much land for $46 million, oh no.
The $46 million is for administration. The Kainga Ora Land Program promises to
borrow up to $2 billion and buy land to develop. They have already started going to
auction and paying top dollar. The Government has given up on beating the property
speculators and has now joined them.
So, let me recap. In a world where there is a chronic shortage of land to develop, the
Government is now borrowing money to bid up the price of land further. They don't just
buy land that wouldn't have been developed, they bid against private developers and
raise the price of land further.
Government waste pushes up the cost of life. Every time the Government pays people to
do nothing useful, it pumps money into the economy without producing goods or
services. That's the definition of inflation. Too much money chasing too few goods.
Last week ACT uncovered $600,000 of spending by the Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Authority. They made a 30 second ad without any actors. It just zooms in
on photos and makes a camera clicking sound, then tells you to be on the right side of
history.
Now, for one thing it's insulting. You are facing record inflation, and the Government's
wasting money telling you to save money. For another thing, this stuff adds to inflation.
There's another $600,000 circulating, but nothing to show for it. That raises the prices
you pay from the pump to the vegetable aisle.
Then there's the baby boomer bike bridge to Birkenhead. ACT stopped it when we
showed that the benefit cost ratio would be 40c in the dollar. The bridge would cost
$700 million to build, but it would only be worth $280 million.
What we didn't realise is that they spent $50 million just investigating it. Again I wish I
was making this up. Government waste is inflationary and all of this raises the cost of
life in New Zealand.
Then there's the ever-growing bureaucracy. New Zealand has about 2,550 schools.
When this Government was elected, there were 2,600 Ministry of Education

Bureaucrats. We had fifty more education bureaucrats than we had schools. My idea was
to cut it down to 50 bureaucrats and make the rest go work in one of the schools.
Now there are 3,500 - 900 more! - educrats, at the Ministry of Education, but student
test scores continue to plummet. Once again, those people are taking home more money
without producing anything. That is inflationary, and adds to the cost of life in New
Zealand.
Some people think these little examples don't add up, but they do. The Treasury said in
June that we had the second biggest taxpayer funded COVID stimulus in the developed
world. That was before Auckland became one of the top ten most locked down cities in
the world, and the Government had to pour money into the city to keep it from sinking
under it's own restrictions.
Of course, every other country is opening and moving on. COVID is more costly in New
Zealand because the Government never prepared for Delta even as it was spreading
around the world. When the Government says the best public health response is the best
economic response, I agree, but it's a long time since New Zealand's response has been
the best.
We can see the problem. Government spends and regulates irresponsibly, and the
taxpaying public are left with the same money while the cost of life inflates. The
question is, what are we going to do about it?
In short, ACT in Government would make sure we cut waste, cut meddling, and focus
relentlessly on raising productivity.
ACT's Alternative Budget, released in May beside Labour's budget, showed how we
could get back to surplus by 2025, to start repaying debt. As interest rates rise, debt
reduction will become crucial.
It also cuts taxes for middle income earners. It reduces the middle-income tax rate from
30c in the dollar down to 17.5c in the dollar. It means that from $14,001 all the way to
$70,000 you pay only 17.5c. It means someone on an average income keeps $4,000
more of their own money. That's how you offset the cost of life.
But of course, to cut taxes and pay down debt, you must stop the wasteful spending. One
good thing about Labour is that they've left us with a lot of it to stop.

We need to stop trying to buy land, build fanciful bridges, and make ads telling people to
save power when the prices are at record highs. We need to stop raising benefits at every
opportunity when there is a record labour shortage. We need to stop believing the
COVID restrictions are cheap just because interest rates are low right now.
We also need to stop the Government's regulatory agenda that is focused on everything
but the cost of life. If you're an employer, a landlord, a small business owner or, heaven
forbid, a farmer, you find yourself facing an avalanche of red tape putting costs onto
your operation. All of those costs are eventually passed on to the consumer, adding to
the cost of life.
A vote for ACT is a vote to dump Government by announcement and take a practical
approach raising productivity. If we produce more goods and services, prices come
down, but we must cut out waste.
We can't continue wasting taxpayer money on unproductive projects. We can't continue
wasting private sector time on unproductive regulations.
We've got to stop dividing New Zealand with new rules and regulations and start uniting
New Zealand behind good ideas that create more wealth. If that sounds like a
worthwhile goal to you, then I hope you'll get behind ACT.
Brian Woolf's comments: David connects and communicates. He talks to us well, with
his inclusive "we's"; his connective phrases (eg, The one thing we know; That's why; I
wish I was making this up; So let me recap); his repetitive words (eg, Faster, fast;
Shortage, shortage, short; Waste, wasting, wasting); and his mind-alerting contrasts
(eg, cleaner, dirtier; telling, asking). The speech's framework seems built on a series of
problems-solutions. What makes them special is they are clearly painted pictures that
hang easily in our mental picture gallery. He's not talking abstract concepts but
concrete reality. We can understand him, and easily agree with him. What I love most
is that David seems to be enjoying himself. For example, he must have particularly
loved delivering "The Government is run like a PR factory ... She announces
announcements. When she announces that she'll make another announcement, she
thinks she is announcing a solution" and "One good thing about Labour is that they've
left us with a lot of it [costly waste] to stop." I look forward to more such speeches.
Copyright © 2021-2022 David Seymour

And there's more where this came from...
Visit Brian Woolf on the web for his complete collection of
articles, speeches, insights and practical advice, at

www.brianwoolf.com
Email: brian@brianwoolf.com
Tel: +1 864 458-8277
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